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IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF FREIGHT TRAINS ON FREMANTLE BUILDINGS 

463. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure:  

(1) When was the last impact assessment undertaken in Fremantle to ascertain the long-term damage from 
freight trains to the historic buildings at the west end of Fremantle?   

(2) Which buildings were assessed?   

(3) Where were the vibration monitors located?   

(4) Given the ongoing increase in the frequency and size of these trains, will the Government undertake a 
new assessment analysing all historic buildings within 100 metres of the line; and, if not, why not?  

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I note that the answer is current as at 1 June 2004.  I am 
advised -  

(1) Assessments were last done of the Round House in 1998 and of other historic buildings in 2003.   

(2) The Round House, the Samson Bond building, the old maritime museum and the old tram shed.   

(3) Vibration monitors were positioned at several locations outside and immediately adjacent to these 
buildings.   

(4) Given that the monitoring at the entrance to the Round House, a distance of 30 metres from the railway 
line, determined that the vibration impacts were negligible, it was not considered necessary to undertake 
any measurements beyond this distance.  The 2003 assessment supported this decision in that it 
identified that there was no indication that vibration-related damage had occurred to date and might not 
necessarily occur in the future, as trains had been running past the Little High Street buildings for some 
time.  However, it did recommend consideration of possible mitigation measures for the trains if 
vibration was subsequently found to be an issue, and also recommended that consideration be given to 
carrying out dilapidation surveys of the buildings fronting the railway at Little High Street prior to the 
opening of the North Quay rail loop.   

 


